Juniper Green Community Council
(Serving Juniper Green and Baberton Mains)

_______________________________________________________________

Minutes of Meeting held in Juniper Green Village Hall

Wednesday 13th January 2010 at 7pm
Chairperson – Professor Cliff Beevers
Present – Vic Stewart, Helen Ogg, Robert Ogg, Maxine Magee, Norma McGeever, Eric White, Richard Watt, Neil Ingram, Neil Wheelan, Ian Gilmour , Ingrid Donaldson, Ricky Henderson.

Cliff welcomed Ian representing Juniper Green Parish Church as a nominated member of the committee and Ingrid from Juniper Green Primary School as an associate member in place of Karen Noble who was unable to attend due to work commitments.

1. Apologies – none
2. The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

2.1 Matters Arising – 

2.1.1 The insurance of the JG flower tubs was discussed. Previously they were covered by JG300 in 2007. Ricky agreed to enquire whether a CEC insurance scheme is available. The tubs are maintained by a group of volunteers.
2.1.2 The Parents Group and the Village Hall group are yet to consider joining JGCC.

2.1.3 Unveiling the monument will now take place on 7th March at 2pm.

2.1.4 Maxine will replace Helen on the Health Sub-Committee of the PNP.
2.1.5 Helen reported that Gordon Drysdale has stated that work on drainage of the pathway alongside the school playing field will be finished by the end of March 2010.

2.1.6 Neil W reported little progress so far in canvassing opinion about the steepness of the footpath. Ingrid said one disabled child attends school, but arrives without using this path.

2.1.7 Vic reported a second estimate had been received for the creation and erection of a noticeboard for Baberton Mains. Richard has found an anodised aluminium noticeboard on the Internet though it would need posts and erecting. Alastair Paisley has emailed that a grant may be available.  An ad hoc group of Neil W, Helen, Cliff and Vic agreed to take all estimates and prepare a bid before the end of January to include other items identified during this present meeting. 
3. Dates of future meetings were discussed. It was thought we should aim at about eight meetings per year. See item 8 below for details.

4 Reports from Office Bearers

4.1 Secretary – A first report from the Licensing Board was received, with nothing in our area, but it showed the mechanism was in place.  The final schemes for the creation and disposal of agendas and Minutes circulated before the meeting were approved (see attached details below).
4.2 Treasurer - No cash has been received from the CEC yet. Neil W will check again.

4.3 Planning Convenor – Neil I produced a full report on planning matters (attached). An additional item is that the Post Office has two boxes to serve two rounds roughly in the area near the tennis courts. They have agreed to tidy this up with one combined box, this to be carried out in the next month or two.

We have been asked to confirm our agreement with the Concordat for the planning system of Community Councils, such as organising public meetings as appropriate. Neil I will reply in the affirmative.

Neil I has also spoken to Mary Clark of the Planning Department, who has offered to come to speak to us on the new planning system and it is hoped she can make the March 10th meeting.
4.4 Meetings/Walkabouts - 
4.4.1 Following the walkabout at Curriemuirend before Christmas Cliff raised the possibility of having allotments on Curriemuirend Park.
Eric wrote to the Police asking if there had been previous incidences of bad behaviour which could be associated with the increasingly dense plots of trees. They replied asking where the park is, and saying they can only access a two-year database. A further reply is anticipated.
4.4.2 Cliff and Eric will explore the possibility of a Tree Walk from Gillespie Crossroads to include, the Muddies, Dr Mackay’s Woodland, part of the Water of Leith, Bloomiehall Park, the Donkey Path, swinging round to Curriemuirend Park and back via Baberton Mains estate, identifying trees on the way. This can wait for better weather.

4.4.3 Helen reminded us that Craig Dunlop has considered the possibility of play equipment in Baberton Mains, but the problem is with wet ground.
4.4.4 It was agreed that Eric would be the official contact for Craig Dunlop for future walkabouts.  The next walkabout is fixed for January 22nd.

4.4.5  Neil I reported on a meeting he attended on January 9th organised by EACC, attached.
5. Reports from Sub-Committees -
5.1 Health Sub-Group of Pentlands Services: Planning Development and review – Helen reported the group’s remit and scope, attached below.  She explained that the gathering of information to build a profile of the population is difficult, the database being Post-Code based.  Cliff asked if the group might consider a specific item of education within the scope of the group such as inviting a speaker to a public meeting.

Helen’s letter to Nicola Sturgeon regarding Neighbourhood Partnerships has so far gone unanswered. 

5.2 Publicity Committee – see the report below. 
5.2.1 Richard considered a website as the main priority.  Cliff has started preparing the possible message to put across, on computer.  Neil W thinks a name could be secured for £15/yr, hosting could cost £30/yr and for design estimates vary from nil upwards.  He is approaching IT friends/colleagues to see if design can be done on a friendly basis though it might be wise to secure professional help at this initial stage.  There is also the cost of maintenance.  It is thought that a grant may be available for up to £5000, for all communication tasks so long as everything is claimed under one heading and at once.  One aim of a website should be to get the public to respond.

5.2.2 It is thought we should produce a Newsletter every six months. Helen has the MS Publisher program. The expected cost of printing is £250/issue. (Fairmilehead use CEC as the printers). Ian said they could be distributed with those from the church twice a year if timings are coordinated.

5.2.3 Advertising – A possible poster was discussed, and Eric will liaise with the committee. 

5.2.4 A Logo was also discussed. Feelings were mixed. One example was cited of an organisation which was landed with a logo which bore little relation to activities being carried out, to the positive effect a logo could have by branding all stationery and publicity material.  
5.2.5 Notices – Ingrid offered the parents’ room at the school as a site for notices. She also said a file of JGCC agendas and minutes could be held there.

5.2.6 Cliff is reviewing the email list for JG300, to see who wants to remain in touch.

5.2.7 Suggestion Boxes were discussed, for placing in shops, etc. Costs will be looked into, for six boxes.

6 Community Matters
6.1 Cliff asked what JGCC should do. There are a number of possibilities, and we should try to keep them slightly different from those in neighbouring Community Councils:- 

a) A Gala week? Art in the Park? A fair in September? 

b) Walks could involve trees, history, natural history.

c) Talks?

d) Ingrid said the school would be happy to involve children (at present they have a project with Jupiter Artland). 

e) Maxine and Cliff will contact Currie High School for a meeting.
6.2 The Weather – General dissatisfaction was expressed over Council services, in particular the inability of machines to clear pavements of the slight amount of ice and being deposited each day. Manual work was thought to be needed. Were those with Community Service Orders being used?  Ricky will pass our thoughts on to CEC, and assured us we are not alone. 

6.3 The Police will be invited to our next meeting. At present we don’t know what is happening in Baberton Mains, as it is not reported in the Currie and Balerno News.

6.4 Transport - Neil I is willing to keep a watching brief on transport matters.  In the first instance he will look into the proposed re-routing of the No 45 bus. 

6.5 Greening and Environmental issues - Neil I is also keen to take on an environmental brief for JGCC.  For example, for recycling he would prepare a list of the position of re-cycling containers for various materials and this can be placed on our website when available. Without this it seems confusing, small batteries for example having to go to Sighthill.  The recently circulated questionnaire on green issues was thought inappropriate for JGCC.
7. Vic has suggested to Iceland that they might consider hosting Post Office services in the JG Branch.  A new limited PO service in 2011 is a possibility.

8 Dates of Future Meetings and Events –

The committee room in the Village Hall has been booked for 10th Feb, 10th Mar and 14th Apr.

Enquiries continue for a larger room for an AGM. The Golf Club on 6th May has now been agreed.
Following the meeting bookings have been made for 9th June, 8th Sept, 13th Oct, 10th Nov and 8th Dec. 

There will be no meetings in July and August this year.

22nd Jan. A walkabout will be arranged with Craig Dunlop (Eric to liaise).

28th Jan. Richard had the details of a “Meet the Funders Event” 2 – 4 pm. These were passed to Robert.

Cliff will negotiate a new date for the meal at Al Borgo subsequently fixed for Feb 9th.
13th Feb. CC Planning Training at Dalkeith, 930am to 3.30pm, Helen and Vic hope to attend. 

6th Mar. EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils) - meeting on the Police - Main Council Chamber. Vic hopes to attend.
The meeting ended at 9pm.
Scheme for Progressing Agendas – JGCC

1.
Cliff to circulate request by email for Agenda items for next meeting from members of JGCC no later than ten days before meeting

2.
Cliff to draw up Agenda for next meeting following comments/additions from members no later than nine days before meeting

3.
Cliff to send modified agenda to Eric no later than eight days before meeting

4.
Eric to send out agenda to JGCC members






Cllr Alastair Paisley






Cllr Ricky Henderson






Cllr Ron Cairns






David McLetchie MSP






Alistair Darling MP






CEC (Eileen Hewitt)


And to Jim Hunter for display on village website 


No later than seven days before meeting

5.
Eric to place a copy in the file at Currie Library 






     Wester Hailes Library






      and in Parents Room, Juniper Green Primary School.

6.
Eric to display agenda as follows: 





Noticeboard – near old Post Office





Noticeboard – in Village Hall corridor


Noticeboard in Baberton Mains (when available) 














19.1.10

_________________________________

Scheme for Progressing Minutes – JGCC

1.
Eric to take notes in meeting

2.
Type first draft on computer

3.
Send to JGCC chairman and members & others for corrections/omissions

4.
Incorporate these in second draft, adding reports from meetings

5.
Send second draft to JGCC members




         Cllr Alastair Paisley




         Cllr Ricky Henderson




         Cllr Ron Cairns




         David McLetchie MSP




         Alistair Darling MP




         CEC (Eileen Hewitt) 


No later than one week before next meeting.

6.
Sign at next meeting following any amendments

7.
File paper copy

8.
Take paper copy to Currie Library for folder there


Take paper copy to Wester Hailes Library for folder there


Take paper copy to Parents Room, Juniper Green Primary School


Send to Jim Hunter for display on village website.










Eric White










19.1.10
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JUNIPER GREEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

REPORT ON PLANNING MATTERS ARISING OVER THE PAST MONTH PREPARED BY THE PLANNING CONVENOR

DATE: January 11th 2010

Planning Applications received between 7th December 2009 and 11th January 2010

09/03344/FUL  Proposed 2 storey extension to existing dwelling at 4 Baberton Mains Row Edinburgh. Application received 24/12/2009, due for determination by 23/02/2010.
09/03369/FUL . Existing porch to be altered with new roof, door and windows. Install new upvc patio doors and windows at 9 Belmont Road Juniper Green Edinburgh. Application received 30/12/2009, due for determination by 27/02/2010.

Planning Applications determined between 7th December 2009 and 11th January 2010

09/02666/FUL Erect two-storey extension to side and rear of house at 22 Baberton Mains Loan Edinburgh. Application withdrawn 30/12/2009.
Applications yet to be determined:

09/02953/FUL - Amendment to original planning consent increasing roof height and additional Velux windows at Site 24 Metres West Of 12 Foulis Crescent Edinburgh. This application is in response to a recent enforcement action in relation to development at this site not complying with submitted plans (original application 08/02021/FUL approved 17/07/2008). The roof height has been raised by 600mm but at the original pitch. Subcommittee report recommends that permission be granted as new roof height is lower than that in a previously granted application. Committee date is 13 January. 

09/02681/FUL Remove existing roof, form new pitched roof with dormer windows to front side and rear at 18 Foulis Crescent Edinburgh. Application validated 19/10/2009. Still pending consideration.
09/01637/FUL Attic conversion with new velux rooflights to front and rear elevations at 7 Belmont Road Juniper Green.  Application validated 1/07/2009 but deemed incomplete.

Associated matters:

Outstanding enforcement cases

09/00506/ELBB 540 Lanark Road Edinburgh 25/06/2009 - Alleged, unauthorised erection of signage and painting of listed building
09/00711/EOPDEV Belmont Road Juniper Green 10/09/2009 - Alleged, unauthorised erection of posting pouch in conservation area
09/00744/EOPDEV 75A Belmont Road Juniper Green 24/09/2009 - Erection of boundary fence

09/00765/ENCOMP 14 Foulis Crescent Edinburgh 01/10/2009 - Non Compliance with Approved Drawings – see amendment to existing planning consent above.

09/00926/ECOU Baberton Loan Juniper Green Edinburgh 03/12/2009 - Unauthorised Change of Use Development – may relate to previous enforcement case 07/00819/ECOU concerning dumping of construction materials from another site on open Brownfield land. I have been to see the site which appears to have some large stones on it, but the snow makes it difficult to se what they are.

09/00939/EOPDEV 12 Juniper Park Road Edinburgh 10/12/2009 - Replacement windows.

_______________________________________________

Community Engagement and the Planning Service
A draft CEC policy concordat on Community Engagement and the Planning Service was circulated on 5 January – we are asked for a response by 22 January. It sets out how CEC will involve community groups in relation to certain categories of development. 

For all national and major developments the developer is required by regulation to undertake pre-application consultation with community councils at least 12 weeks prior to the application being submitted. CEC will also encourage full community engagement on local developments with wider community interest, 
We are invited to indicate whether we support the concordat, in particular item 3, which states that “Community councils will aim to use all resources available to them to encourage comment from as wide a range of people as possible on planning issues which raise important local issues, including the use of neighbourhood partnerships to distribute information.”
NEIL INGRAM





Planning Convenor 

_________________________________

Juniper Green Community Council

Report of Walkabout at Curriemuirend Park

1000hrs on Monday 14th December 2009

Present: Professor Cliff Beevers (Chairman), Tom Hobbs (Forestry Commission, Hamiltom), Derek Triplet (CEC Parks and Greenspace Services), Craig Dunlop (CEC Southwest Neighbourhood Partnership).

JGCC Members: Helen Ogg, Robert Ogg, Eric White.

Purpose of Walkabout: To discuss safety issues arising from the tree plantings, which may encourage bad people to lurk about as a result of their density, and to consider proposals to overcome this.

Tom Hobbs stated that the Planting Grant which had been paid is on a ten-year contract, which runs out in Spring 2011.  At that time the success of the Planting Grant Contract would be assessed from the stocking density of the trees and the area of the woodland.  The trees were planted at a high density, with 4400 trees per hectare. At the end of the ten-year period stocking will be considered adequate if there are 1100 trees per hectare. After that time we/the City would be free to do whatever is thought best with the trees. However if there is a safety issue, this should take priority over the Planting grant regulations.

Craig Dunlop stated that the Play Equipment had been removed, as it had been vandalised. Bark chippings were used to provide an all-weather surface, and are difficult to remove, and are now unsightly.  There are a number of dumped items, which need removing. 

The question arose – have the Police recorded any incidents? Eric White to enquire. No response received yet (20.12.09).

Wester Hailes is a priority area for grants of a more general nature. Some enquiries have to be made if we wish to access these.

Various proposals were discussed. Tom Hobbs favoured thinning as opposed to brashing (removing low branches) and cutting herbs (mainly willowherb). It was felt this should be carried out uniformly, not just in the central blocks.

Craig Dunlop and Derek Triplet suggested that making the area look cared-for would bring improved behaviour from park-users. This could include mowing selected areas of grass closely, edging the tarmac path, and removing the old fencing (except of course alongside the old inner-bypass).

Cliff Beevers suggested encouraging use by forming a Nature Trail which could include Dr Mackay’s Woodland, and could continue towards the city. 

Work could possibly be carried out by Caledonian Woodlands (contact = Andy Ross), Caley Woodlands (Steven Webb) or Community Service Social Care (Richard Koch).

A number of avenues should be explored to find sources of funding, combined with low-cost or volunteer workers. Cost would be involved in disposing of unwanted material.

Craig Dunlop will put forward suggestions for us to consider. In the meantime he has asked Task Force to remove burnt-out items. He will meet Community services in mid-January to identify parts of the work they can assist with, such as removal of fences.









Eric White
________________________________

Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC)

Question Time on Enforcement – 9 January 2010

EACC holds regular public meetings with senior CEC officials to discuss issues of interest to CC members. The latest of these on 9 January dealt with enforcement. The 5 council officials present answered questions covering a wide variety of areas, including noise, antisocial behaviour, community safety, waste & recycling, planning, licensing and HMOs (houses in multiple occupation).

Many of the specific issues discussed relate mainly to city centre problems, such as neglect by tenement landlords resulting in overgrown gardens, waste and noise from fast food outlets, short term property lets for parties and noise from events on the Meadows.

There was also a question about the overall effectiveness of enforcement. It varies, but most actions against HMOs are successful, 60% of noise complaints result in fine payments, while 80% of planning enforcements are resolved informally. 

I asked a question about planning enforcement, in particular where a developer proceeds beyond the granted consent. In general such problems are resolved by negotiation, and considering whether the revised development is acceptable in planning terms. Two other participants said that in their experience little was done to prevent developers from building significantly larger houses that they had consent for.

The next Question Time will be on Saturday 6 March and will deal with Policing, with the Chief Constable in attendance.

Neil Ingram

_______________________________________________________________

JUNIPER GREEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Draft Remit for Health Sub-Group

Aims


To contribute to the planning, development and review of health services for the Pentlands area, through our representatives from JGCC.

Objectives

1. To identify gaps in provision of health services and facilities in our CC area;

2. To consider any Scottish Government or NHS consultations from the point of view of the local community and to respond to these as appropriate;

3. To extract data from the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics which relate to the JGCC area to provide a baseline for a better understanding of health issues which may arise in the area;

4. To identify issues affecting the health and wellbeing of the community and to seek to raise these with the appropriate services or authority and to interact with other Community Councils as appropriate; [from time to time issues will be applicable to transport, environment and employment and should be cross-referred]

5. To consider how to take forward concerns/health issues expressed by CC members and public in the CC area; and 

6. To identify and implement where possible ways of promoting healthy living eg use of green spaces, facilities for children and children’s activities, a safe environment to walk, run and exercise.

7. To seek to use opportunities to promote wellbeing in the community and to encourage people to make positive use of these.  Possible opportunities may include promoting projects between young and old; promoting national days – like “no smoking day”, “good neighbour scheme”, “random acts of kindness” – or other such.

________________________________

Report of the Meeting of the Publicity Sub-committee of 07/01/10

Remit of the Sub-Committee

The role of the Sub-committee is to communicate with and listen to the community on behalf of the Community Council. The scope of the remit follows in the coverage below.

Website

A website, preferably an interactive one, is seen as vital in today’s world to communicate with a wide cross-section of the community, especially the young.  Other methods will be needed for those without access to a computer.  Several sites were considered and Helen suggested the group should consult Norman Tinlin of Fairmilehead CC for advice on making a claim to the council.  Richard agreed to follow this up.  A simple website was envisaged with a menu such as ‘Who we are’; ‘What we do’;  ‘Meetings’ (including agendas and minutes); ‘Events’; ‘Links to other organisations’; ‘Blog’; ‘History’ (of our area).  Maxine agreed to approach Charlie Duncan to see if and how he might help us set up a site.  Helen volunteered to monitor the site provided she had the correct software.  It was also agreed to check with Neil W on how his enquiries were progressing.

Action: Richard, Maxine and Cliff

 Minutes and Agendas

Eric had circulated a plan for the creation and distribution of agendas and minutes.  This plan would be tabled at next week’s CC meeting.  It was agreed that every communication with the public, including the posting of minutes and agendas, should actively invite responses from residents and their attendance at meetings.

Newsletter

It was agreed that a Newsletter might be produced every six months. Helen, who has MS Publisher offered to put it together. A single A4 sheet folded in three would be easy to post through letter boxes. Funding should be sought from CEC before the end of March.

News Articles

Richard’s first article, a condensed account of JGCC’s activities so far, would appear in the February C&B News with the photo of the committee taken in November. The Evening News could be informed of  important issues dealt with by the Council.

Advertising

Richard felt we needed to advertise our presence and he explained he would be sending out an article for approval from CC members that he hoped to put into the next edition of the C&B News. The notion of sponsorship was raised and Richard cautioned that we need to be wary as it might lead us into conflicts of interest. A poster campaign was suggested as a means of raising the Community Council’s profile. Eileen Hewitt has said that if we design a poster the CEC can print copies. Napier University students had done a good design job for Juniper 300 and could possibly be approached again.

Leafleting

Door to door leafleting could be done before the AGM.

Questionnaires

Neil W and Eric were still working  on a means of eliciting community comment on the route to Baberton. The opinions of users of the Baberton Mains footpath could be sought by a relay of  committee members standing at the end of the path and issuing questionnaires to pedestrians, though this would not catch those who do not use it because of its gradient. A day issuing questionnaires would be good PR for the Community Council and would address the urgent need to assess local opinion.

Alternatively questionnaire distribution door to door might be undertaken by the scouts in return for a contribution to their funds.

Dog fouling on the footpath seemed to be a problem and Norma agreed to contact the councillors to ask for a litter bin for the path.

Notice Boards
Other possible sites for notices included the Doctor’s waiting room, the Church and the outside board at the Village Hall.

Email Lists

Cliff retains a number of email lists from JG300 which he used to communicate events during 2007.  He will review these lists and write to everyone on them to ask if they wish to remain in contact with the new CC by email communication. Richard should ask in C&B News for anyone who wished to be on an emailing list to contact Eric.

Action: Cliff and Richard
Special Events

Richard felt that we should be thinking of some special events to announce our existence.  Cliff said that there was an item on the next CC agenda to seek ideas for such events such  as public talks on health, planning, finance etc or what else?

Surveys
The CEC guidelines suggest annual surveys to discover the community’s priorities and its perceptions of  the CC. We felt this was too early for JGCC.

Surveys on individual issues of importance - see the item on questionnaires above.

Surgeries 

The group were not convinced about the need for surgeries especially since we are not supposed to take up individual issues.  However, Richard and Cliff agreed to approach Norman Tinlin and Graham Dain separately to ask how more established CCs dealt with this issue.

Action: Richard and Cliff

Public meetings on important issues

We would organise such meetings if the need arose.

Suggestion Boxes

There is the possibility that such boxes, say six in all, might be sourced from whoever gains the contract for the noticeboard.  However, Helen suggested that we should build all our resource requests together and submit a claim before the end of the financial year.  The boxes might be placed in Public Houses, the Church and local shops. 

Richard Watt 08/01/10
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