Juniper Green Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held in the Village Hall Meeting Room on Wed 25th Jan 2012

Attendees:  Cliff Beevers, Anne MacNab, Helen Ogg, Richard Watt, Eric White, Rob Melville, Cllr Alastair Paisley, Neil Ingram, Ian Gilmour, Vic Stewart, Cllr Ricky Henderson, Maxine Magee and Jackie Moody, Michelle (Police),  Bill Henderson – who plans to stand for SNP next council elections

1
Apologies:  Norma McGeever
2
Minutes:  Minutes of meeting held Wed 23rd Nov 2011 duly approved as a true record.  

2.1
Matters Arising

- Date for Wimpey Muir Wood Road Field review meeting changed to April 23rd 2012
- No start date yet from Emma Hales for painting of windows of public toilets
- Alastair Paisley reported that no council road repairs are planned in JG in 2012.  However Right First time activities in next 6 mths will be in: Baberton Mains Brae, Dell, Gdns, Lee, Rise, Rd, Way and Wood
- Post Office Path: work not yet commenced.
- Veitch’s Bridge – still no suitable surface found to replace wood board.  [Update received on 26 Jan
  2012 indicating that the council was awaiting quotations]
- 30 mph stickers on bins – no approval yet received in Currie.  Currie Community Council have a supply
  available in the event that JG requires some
- Awards ceremony from photographic competition was successful.

- Rob attended CCHS concert which was of a high standard and very enjoyable/ 
- Farmers Banner found in Wester Hailes and returned
- A representative from Wester Haven Health Centre has been invited to Feb JGCC meeting


3. Reports from Office Bearers and of recent meetings

3.1 Secretary  Received an email regarding licensing policy for Off Licenses.  Alastair reported that the NHS is now represented at the licensing board
3.2 Treasurer  Current balance of £988.  Final payment, reaching total of £3, 800 due for Woodhall footpath repair and then contractors can begin.  Rent £37.50 to V Hall paid, and cheque for £10 uncashed.

AGM date – Agreed to have books up to date for end March, and hold AGM in April.


3.3 Planning convenor (local report forwarded separately)

- Neil to invite Muirwood Field developers (Taylor Wimpey) to Feb 22nd meeting. 
- No progress on removal of PO pouches – estimated 6mths from October 2011.
- 5 Juniper Avenue refused appeal today on traffic / road safety issues.

- Satellite dish remains in place

3.4 Meetings/walkabouts 
- Helen: Neighbourhood Partnership business mtg: Report from social researchers on impact on young people when army parents posted overseas. 
- Helen: Community Safety mtg: new chief inspector, Richard Thomas.  Priorities (i) Gents toilets in JG monitoring (ii) School parking
- Maxine: Health Sub Committee: proposed map of Sth West health resources.

4. Police report sent separately

- Parking at JGPS:  Education of parents re parking further away ongoing.  Speed checks on B’ton Mains Drive (20mph) since 10 Jan over 3 wks.  Report to Michelle by next mtg.  Joint meeting with School planned.  Suggestion of School Banner made.
- JG Toilets:  Been cleaned and painted.  Working with council.  Posters to inform that toilets are being monitored and believed to be quiet at present.

- 2 x community meetings at Ruth’s Kitchen: 27 March at 9.30am to 10.30am – to be advertised at PS and CCHS, and email round.

- Police bike rounds beginning soon and Police box now being used.
Crime (from 1st Dec to 25 Jan):
- JG: Theft garden statue; 2 x golf course vehicle driving on green (damage to stone wall); theft of mobile phone on window ledge;
- B Mains: 2 x house break-ins (B’ton Mains Drive 20-22 Jan and Green 12 Jan).  Forced lower part of door/insecure. Housebreakings nearby – active enquiries: 2 x vandalisms (smashed windows); fire raising of garden shed; garden theft; reckless conduct – stone from bridge to car.  Enquiries ongoing
- Assault: Water of Leith at Colinton Thur 12th Jan, at 2.10pm – 30’s / 40’s, 6ft, stocky, black baseball cap and hoodie
4.1 Safety issues
Any issues to Helen to be raised at the next meeting.

5. Other planning issues 

5.1 Response to the first draft of the Local Plan
Circulated by Neil Wed 25th Jan, due in by Fri 27th Jan.   Nothing affects JG specifically.  Local plan doesn’t consider traffic beyond the bypass – into West Lothian.  Agreed Neil would additionally amend:
Q1: Add to point 5 – clarification of what ‘sustainable’ should mean / include
Q7:  no objection to housing at Curriemuirend, providing the provision is still made for allotments (may be security benefits for allotments)

Q12:  issue of Gyle/Hermiston Gait negatively impacting upon Wester Hailes Shopping Centre. Stress positives eg Post Office, Library, Cinema. 
Q16:  Add comment that if developments are taking place on former industrial spaces (eg Kinleith, Splash Bathrooms) they should be business / jobs provision / consider traffic and access.  Also – impact upon Green WoL wildlife corridor maintenance.  
Q20: JGCC feels strongly about maintenance/expansion of main route corridors of Currie Bypass / A71
General:  Any referenced ‘affordable housing’ should be ‘on site’, rather than elsewhere in Edinburgh.  Housing built with roofs facing north or south – to promote solar energy.
5.2 Turning circle at top of Baberton Avenue … see email Jan 13th
As it is currently planned walkers will have to cross the entry and exit to the turning circle.  JGCC would prefer footpath to continue round the back of turning circle.  Neil to invite Structural Engineers / Golf Club to visit site and discuss (Also Alex Paterson of Planning).  

5.3 Old Primary School development

Proposal has been granted outline consent, subject to planning agreement – but not yet Conservation Area consent to demolish.  Once received the buildings will then be purchased.  As this work may happen in tandem with McCarthy and Stone and Golf Club redevelopment JGCC to suggest setting up a Liaison Committee to work with developers, construction etc to minimize disruption.  Neil to contact both developers, Golf Club and School to float the idea.  Cliff offered to serve on that Committee.

6. Local issues

6.1 Bloomiehall Park improvements … words for history board circulated.  Offer of Vista Board to support History board and also metal picnic tables. Anne to email Cliff about Dog Waste bags provision.  Also request notice at East Entrance regarding welcome and conditions of use of the park.

6.2 Bloomiehall Park celebrations 
Co-ordinating with JGPS Olympic Week of May 26th to June 2nd.  Cliff to arrange a meeting date in fortnights time in Village Hall to set up a committee.

6.3 JG Calendar 2013
Format for Family Planner Calendar agreed as preferred option.  Cliff to progress.

6.4 Website
Links proposed to CEC eg bin collection dates, Police – links and Ruth’s Kitchen Dates
Village Hall – contact and What’s on.

Jackie ask at CCHS whether a student would be interested in setting up a JGCC Facebook page.  Anne / Jackie / Rob to provide pen portraits to Richard.  Helen to check links between JG Village Association and JGCC.

6.5 Currie Community High School report appended

7. Open Forum 

8. AOCB

Alastair follow up on Fish Path/Bridge maintenance/drain cover outside Bet Shop. 
Eric reported that a Mr Lynch commented on poor state of pavement outside Al Borgo – to be included on next walkabout. Neil to get date of next walk about

Alastair reported a local resident has upgraded a local memorial bench on Lanark Road – photo to go onto web-site.

Path from Baberton Mains r’about to Westerhailes Traffic Lights to be cleared today.

Zurich Insurance covered CC’s to end April.  CC required to opt in to renew insurance by May.  Premium removed from our grant.
9. Date and venue of the Next Meeting, walkabouts etc

Next JGCC Meeting will be on Wed Feb 22nd from 7pm to 9pm
Accepted as a true record of the Meeting:

Signature:   _______________________________

Name:   _____________________________


Role:            _______________________________

Date:     _____________________________
